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The journal published an original article whose focus was detection of viral pathogens in the cerebrospinal fluid of patients showing symptoms of viral encephalitis or meningitis in Hebei Province, China from 2013 to 2015.[1](#ped412038-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"} The results indicated that enterovirus was the most common etiological agent of viral encephalitis and meningitis, highlighting the importance of strengthening enteroviral encephalitis and meningitis surveillance among children. Remarkably, echovirus 18 became the major pathogen responsible for causing both viral encephalitis and meningitis in Hebei Province in 2015. Owing to the paucity of reports on echovirus 18, continuous surveillance is absolutely necessary to understand the distribution and genetic characteristics of echovirus 18 in China.

Viral encephalitis and meningitis are common infectious diseases of the nervous system. A variety of viruses, including enterovirus, Japanese encephalitis virus, mumps virus, adenovirus, herpes simplex virus and others, can directly invade the brain parenchyma and cause encephalitis and meningitis; among these viruses, enterovirus has become one of the most common pathogens in China. enteroviral encephalitis and meningitis are typically severe diseases conferring high morbidity and mortality in children.[2](#ped412038-bib-0002){ref-type="ref"} Currently, over 100 serotypes of enterovirus have been reported, and disease severity varies by serotype. Readers may have noted that enterovirus isolates from 27 viral encephalitis and meningitis cases in this study were untyped. For these cases, further serotype/genotype analyses are required.

Taking into account the harmfulness of encephalitis and meningitis, the National Science and Technology Major Project has implemented a sentinel surveillance system for five major infectious syndromes, including encephalitis and meningitis syndromes, and enterovirus is included as one of the surveillance pathogens.[3](#ped412038-bib-0003){ref-type="ref"} Through this surveillance system, we can understand the spectrum of pathogens responsible for encephalitis and meningitis syndromes in China, their distribution, the burdens of disease they impose, and dynamic changes in pathogen frequency. Similar to the results of this study, our surveillance data showed that enterovirus is one of the most important pathogens causing viral encephalitis and meningitis.[4](#ped412038-bib-0004){ref-type="ref"}

However, the project described above is only a phase‐based surveillance study, and a nation‐wide surveillance system for pediatric viral encephalitis and meningitis should still be established. This would represent an essential and effective tool for identifying emerging and re‐emerging enterovirus outbreaks and epidemics. Comprehensive surveillance data would provide a scientific basis for planning and executing public health interventions for enterovirus‐related encephalitis and meningitis and contribute to the goal of achieving a healthy China.
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